Chapter Eleven
THE   GREAT   WAR

THE OUTBREAK OF WAR IN JULY,   1914, FOUND THE

Poles in the state of preparedness indicated above,
Pilsudski realized that this was the sound of the
legendary Golden Horn of Wernihora calling the
Poles to battle. He led the youth of Poland into
the field against Russia, the arch enemy of the
Poles who had stolen the largest slice of Polish
soil and shed most Polish blood. The hour had
struck to give vent to the hatred of a century for
the 'Little Mother*, who had been everything
but that to the Poles.

The women were as ready for the call as the
men. The trained members of their detachments
called meetings in Cracow and Lwow and new
members offered themselves in overwhelming
numbers. The women took charge of the com-
missariat and the administration of the Defence
Fund, contributions to which were now pouring
in at a tremendous rate. Both the male and female
membership of the Polish forces increased to such
an extent that the Austrian military authorities
were obliged to place separate barracks and
supplies of arms at their disposal. The training
of the new recruits proceeded at high pressure and
the amazons of all social classes at this initial
phase did their share by feeding the troops.
None cared about rank or status; every woman
was an obywatelka or 'citizeness*, and the young
countess peeled potatoes with the same passionate
devotion as the working woman. They were all
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